#3 A Reasonable Response
Romans 12: 1-2 (NIV)

1. Recognizing the MERCY of God

Romans 12:1 Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy,
to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this
is your spiritual act of worship.

Colossians 1:21 Once you were alienated from God and were
enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. ’But now he has
reconciled you by Christ’'s physical body through death to present you
holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 2if you
continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope
held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has
been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which |, Paul,
have become a servant.

2. A REASONABLE response

Romans 12:1 (KJV) | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies
of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your reasonable service.

Luke 14:25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to
them he said: **If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father
and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even
his own life—he cannot be my disciple. ’And anyone who does not
carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. ?*“Suppose one of
you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the
cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? °For if he lays the
foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule
him, *saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’
¥“Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he
not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men
to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? * If he is
not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off
and will ask for terms of peace. ** In the same way, any of you who
does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.

3. We must BELIEVE it

Romans 12:2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able
to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect
will.

2 Corinthians 5:14 For Christ's love compels us, because we are
convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. **And he died for
all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him
who died for them and was raised again.
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