NEAR

#11 “God, Why Didn’t You Answer My Prayer?”

BIBLICAL REASONS FOR “UNANSWERED” PRAYER

1. VAGUE Requests

Luke 11:5 And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to
him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 6for a
friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and | have nothing to set before
him’; 7and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now
shut, and my children are with me in bed. | cannot get up and give you
anything’? 8l tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything
because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and
give him whatever he needs. 9And | tell you, ask, and it will be given to
you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. Z9For
everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one
who knocks it will be opened.

2. Selfish MOTIVES
James 4:2b You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do
not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.

3. DOUBTING Double-Mindedness

James 1:5 |If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. 6But let him
ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the
sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 7For that person must not
suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord. éhe is a double-
minded man, unstable in all his ways.

4. HARMFUL Petitions

Matthew 7:9 Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give
him a stone? 29r if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 2f you
then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those
who ask him!

5. Cherished SINS

Psalm 66:18 If | had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not
have listened. 9But truly God has listened; he has attended to the voice
of my prayer.

6. Unsurrendered DESIRES

1 John 5:14-15 This is the confidence we have in approaching God:
that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we
know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what
we asked of him.

7. Dishonored SPOUSE

1 Peter 3:7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an
understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel,
since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers
may not be hindered.

8. DEMONIC Interference

Daniel 10:12 Then he said to me, “Fear not, Daniel, for from the first
day that you set your heart to understand and humbled yourself before
your God, your words have been heard, and | have come because of
your words. 3The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-
one days, but Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for |
was left there with the kings of Persia.

9. Higher PURPOSES

2 Corinthians 12:7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because
of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in
the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from
becoming conceited. &Three times | pleaded with the Lord about this,
that it should leave me. 9But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore | will boast
all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may
rest upon me.

Matthew 26:39  And going a little farther he fell on his face and
prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me;
nevertheless, not as | will, but as you will.”

BIBLE READING PLAN

O Thursday: Jeremiah 1
U Friday: Jeremiah 2

U Saturday: Jeremiah 3
O Sunday: Jeremiah 4

U Sunday: Isaiah 3
U Monday: Isaiah 4
U Tuesday: Isaiah 5
U Wednesday: Isaiah 6
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