
Tainted by Sin 
For groups meeting 

April 10-16,  2016 
 

 
WELCOME (15 minutes) 
 Ice Breaker: Where in your home do you hide things? 

 

WORSHIP  (10 minutes) .  
 Sing #16, “Victory” from the 2013 SG Worship CD. 

 

WIN    (15 minutes) 
 PRAY for your list of people who don’t yet know Jesus as their Savior.  

 PLAN something to do to reach out to these people (and maybe have fun together!)   

 
WORD   (25 minutes)  
 
Read: In this session, we’ll study the story of Achan and Israel’s battle with the city of 
Ai. This story shows us the high cost of being tainted by sin and points us forward to the 
glorious hope of seeing that sin dealt with on the cross. 
 
Have everyone open their Bibles to Joshua 7. 
 
Point #1 – The sin of one man affected all of Israel – Read Joshua 7:1-12 
 
Discuss: In a surprising turn of events, this small city put the Israelites on the run! 
Apparently, Israel had forgotten that it was not their army who defeated the much larger 
city of Jericho – it was the Lord who fought for them. They lost the battle to Ai because 
the Lord who fought for them was no longer fighting for them. What aspects of God’s 
goodness to you are you most likely to take for granted? 
 
Read: “Does it make sense to pray for guidance about the future if we are not obeying 
in the thing that lies before us today? How many momentous events in Scripture 
depended on one person’s seemingly small act of obedience! Rest assured: Do what 
God tells you to do now, and, depend upon it, you will be shown what to do next.” – 
Elisabeth Elliot (1926-2015) 
 
Discuss: A man named Achan had sinned, and God associated Achan’s individual sin 
with the entire community. God indicted the entire nation, and His anger was leveled 
against all Israel. Sin is destructive. The sins of individual believers affect the family, the 
church, and the community. Why do you think God allowed all the people to suffer when 
just one man committed the offense? 
 



Read: “Achan had sinned against God’s explicit command. As a result, God allowed his 
countrymen to be defeated. This was a tangible lesson that one person’s sin can affect 
everyone around him. So it is within the fellowship of believers.” – Henry Blackaby 
 
Point #2 – The penalty for sin is death– Read Joshua 7:19-26 
 
Discuss: Have someone read aloud Hosea 2:14-15. Here God promises to one day 
“make the Valley of Achor into a gateway of hope” – This is the same place where 
Achan brought trouble – but God would turn it into hope! Unlike Achan, who took 
unlawful things, Jesus came to give the unthinkable – His life for ours (2 Cor. 5:21). 
Achan died for his sin so that the Lord’s anger would turn from Israel. Jesus died for our 
sin so that we could be reconciled to God! What happens when we minimize the 
horrible consequences of our sin? Why does sin deserve death? 
 
Point #3 – God’s enemies are overcome only after sin is dealt with – Read Joshua 8:1-2 
 
Discuss: The story of Achan reminds us of the terrible consequences of sin. Achan 
could have repented. Instead, because he hid his sin, Israel suffered a terrible defeat, 
and Achan lost everything – his life, his possessions, and his family. Sin resulted in 
death, and only after sin was dealt with could Israel move forward in victory. After the 
sin in Israel was dealt with, God told Joshua not to be discouraged or afraid. What is the 
connection between hidden sin and discouragement? Or hidden sin and fear? 
 
 Discuss: Have someone read aloud Romans 6:23. The wages of sin is death; this is 
the bad news. The good news is Jesus received these wages in our place and gave us 
the free gift of God – eternal life. How can we encourage one another to remember our 
dependence upon God’s power and provision in our lives? 
 
Read: “[To have faith in Christ] means, of course, trying to do all that He says. There 
would be no sense in saying you trusted a person if you would not take his advice. Thus 
if you have really handed yourself over to Him, it must follow that you are trying to obey 
Him. But trying in a new way, a less worried way. Not doing these things in order to be 
saved, but because He has begun to save you already. Not hoping to get to Heaven as 
a reward for your actions, but inevitably wanting to act in a certain way because a first 
faint gleam of Heaven is already inside you. – C.S. Lewis (1898-1963) 
 
 
For next time encourage anyone who wants to read Joshua 13-24. 

 
WORKS   (25 minutes) 
 Break into smaller groups of 2 or 3’s of the same gender to pray for each other. 


